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Old City children write home from Rodges, 1941/2
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Yavne - From a Group of Students to the Kibbutz

The story of the Yavne students in the Old City of Jerusalem is the
founding story not only of my family, but of the entire Religious
Kibbutz Movement.

Personally, a wonderful relationship was nurtured between
the three members of Kvutzat Yavne who came to the kibbutz
after a few years of their involvement in the pioneering social-
educational activity in the Jewish Quarter. The Hayut, HaYisraeli
and Rappel families, whose patriarchs were among the leaders
of the students’ group in the Old City, lived in Kvutzat Yavne
as an extended family. When my parents would go away for
Shabbat or vacation, it was only natural that we, the Rappel
children, would go from the children’s home and from school
straight to the Hayut or HaYisraeli families, or vice versa. During
the intensive period in the Jewish Quarter, while studying at the
Hebrew University, the students would devote all their time,
attention and energy to advance the population of the Jewish
Quarter. This created long-lasting friendships.

These students’ contribution to the Religious Kibbutz Movement
was not just close friendships. Such values as involvement in
Israeli society, pioneers in the field of education, settlement in
Eretz Israel, volunteering and constant giving — all these were
planted in our kibbutzim by the students when they came to Sde
Eliyahu and Kfar Etzion, Kvutzat Yavne and Ein HaNatziv. These
values are the mainstay of the movement today.

In the name of the Religious Kibbutz Movement, | would like to
thank the management of the Old Yishuv Court Museum, and
especially the curator, Mrs. Ora Pikel-Tzabari, for this exhibition,
an up front presentation of the unique and unpublicized work
of the Yavne students’ group. It sheds light on a bright side of
the Jewish people’s return to its homeland and the building up
of its country.

Nechemia Rappel
Secretary-General
Religious Kibbutz Movement

MAN7{779 IR | TNXIX
1Y 1IN7X | 771N

1707 70X W'V (W1 1IW XN IXTIN

JXINT 7XIT L1100 AN TV Y1 | 7Ny Man
17X DT IR 2 0WR 1Y W 037X 11 0720 0T
JNT7 01, YN 11V 171V, 1K1V 780130 7Y
JARIVAMIT TV IR AR 7XINY L IRINT 17V ‘2100
AT 17X

17w T1'7200 /219,111 1730 2T | T1'YTR ATV1
1'DWITM 110 AT, DNT'RTIRTIYA 1777V ‘01A

D"7WIN'7 {7001 TIT0 Y1370 TR 7910 2170710

1M Y | 1077 21Xy
ATIX 0| D017

YINN12 vaw71d | D17
MWW AR T WD Y1uUT

TD1YM7 1MNINT 7Y N0 DN T7 TN TN
110X, 077w 71T (100X | T121NVUN7 0Y7'RWNYT AT
, N0 0N T, 170 TTIY W7V 11771 NN TT7177
1YY T1T107,71'1D ' T4,0170 AN ,]N2™ i1 ,JRADY7D N1
1nT72 1711

JTIINN NG [1TIXT | DTTITNA DA 70
TINAWN 113" NIXT2{7 11X T1Ti Y1270 11X
,0VY11 712'A 1712 1IN0, NY 72,100 T, Y700
(27WIW) MY 1119, (17 02T) NAXR TR

179{7 7NX* W'V 1W1 211W%1 IXN IXTIN
,97500 D'7W10" " T1i11 VA11i1,6 DN IR ‘N
91016 D711 1604 . T.71

6284636702 .0j707D 6276319702 .70
http//oymuseum.datinet.co.il
museumoy@zahav.net.il

2011 "M ©
W 1Y AN 1IXTINYT TN 711210 ‘72
1707 7Y W'y

Curator | Ora Pikel-Tzabari
Director | Almog Sharav

The Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum
Members of the Board | Chairman: Adv. Hagai Sitton,
Daniel Maimaran, Dr. Rivka Gonen, Aviva Scher,
Adv. Moshe-Ben Ari, Dennis Alon, Adv. Gavriel Gonio,

Adv. Gidon Barmatz, Yossi Kadman, Prof. Yaakov Maimaran, Shmuel Even

Or, Adv. Zohar Gonio, llan Hadar

Scientific Committee | Dr. Rivka Gonen, Prof. Margalit Shilo,
Prof. Aliza Gonio-Meyuhas, Dr. Roni Weinstein

Catalogue | Courtesy of the Religious Kibbutz Movement
and the Jerusalem Foundation

Graphic Design | Eran Zimran
Photography | Ran Arda
Translation | Batsheva Pomerantz
Scientific advisor | Dr. Avi Sasson

A special thanks to Dr. Haim Grossman for his contribution to the exhibition

Thanks to the lenders to the exhibition | The Jerusalem Municipality

Archives, the Oded Yarkoni Petach Tikvah Historical Archives, Dr. Haim
Grossman,Tamar Talisman, Arye Reichman, Hagi Marom, Nir Feldman,

Yehuda Atzeba

Visual images sources | Shulamit Aharoni (Daborkin), Gadi Kfir, Pnina

Sharon (Shushlev), Petach Tikva Museum Archives, Religious Kibbutz
Movement Archives, Kibbutz Yavne Archives, Markowitz family, Michal

Shachar, Simon Cohen, Micha Baram

The Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum

6 Or HaChaim St. Jewish Quarter, Old City, Jerusalem 97500
P.O.Box 1604 Jerusalem 91016

Tel. 02-6276319 Tel/Fax. 02-6284636
http//oymuseum.datinet.co.il

museumoy@zahav.net.il

© June 2011
by The Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum.
All rights reserved.



From Yavne to Jerusalem
curator | Ora Pikel-Zabari

“The beginning of the project was in December 1939
with a brief message on the bulletin board of the Hebrew
University: ‘Dr. Magnes is looking for five, six students
who are willing to settle in the Old City and take care of
the youth there. They will have an apartment. Those
interested should call the secretary of Dr. Magnes, Ms. Lilly
Yerusalem..."

This is how Mordechai Hayut, one of those students,
described the beginning of the educational enterprise of
“the Yavne students group in the Old City” " which took
place during 1940-1948.

In an interview given to Eli Berman in 1998, Mordechai
relates how it developed:

“| thought it would be appropriate for the Yavne Religious
Students Association to take upon itself this project.
| consulted with some friends. One of them said to me:
‘Yes, but | can't, etc. | went to my friend Dov Rappel. We
met at the university's gate and | said to him: ‘Dov, are you
willing to do this?’ He said: 'Yes. | went to Ms. Yerusalem
and said: ‘The group of the Yavne Religious Students
Association is willing to take this on as a group project.
Dov brought Eliezer Goldman who came with two more
friends, Nachum Miloh and Yaacov Stahl. Another one
came, Zeev Ben Shachar, who left us after about a year, a
year-and-a-half.”

Thus began the original and unique model of living within
the community. The exhibition “From Yavne to Jerusalem”
is dedicated to this unknown and beneficial enterprise.

The Yavne Religious Students Association

The Hebrew University was the only university in Eretz
Israel in those days. During its second decade, its student
body numbered 500-1,100 students.

The financial situation of Hebrew University students

worsened during the 1930s, especially after the onset of
World War Il. The considerable raise in tuition as well as the
lack of support from their parents in Europe caused many
students to fall upon hard times.

In an emotional letter dated October 13, 1939, Gideon
Hausner, chairman of the Students Union wrote to the
executive of the university: “The situation of hundreds of
students is awful: they have no meals, they go from house
to house with their belongings when they have no way of
paying rent.”

The university’s administration tried solving the problem.
They helped students by giving grants, and offering
support for nourishment projects of the Students Union,
for dormitories, and negotiating jobs (like work camps in
the agricultural settlements in vacations).

Dr. Magnes, president of the Hebrew University, tried to
assist students, while at the same time strengthen the
Jewish Yishuv in the Jewish Quarter.

Years later, Dov Rappel told HuldaKampninoinaninterview:
“Since then, Dr. Magnes is on my list of saints. | really saw
a great person in the full sense of the word. Before this he
seemed to me more like a Reform Jew..who wants a peace
covenant with the Arabs. But after that | realized he had
character, and was one of the most prominent people that
I've seen in my life... He was our patron, he took care of the
money for us, he financed the project and treated us nicely
with the most respect.”

In the interview with Eli Berman, Mordechai Hayut also
praises Dr. Magnes: “A warm Jew, active, an initiator, not
satisfied with being the president of the university. He
initiated this thing.”

From an editorial published in Mi'assef Yavne in 1939, it is
evident that keeping their religious identity was important
for members of the Yavne students.
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Hayut describes the general atmosphere of the late
1930s among students in general, and among members
of the Yavne Religious Students Association in particular,
regarding the educational activities in Jerusalem
neighborhoods:

David HaYisraeli notes in an interview with Hadassah
Bukhaster: “In 1939 or maybe 1940, we became active
in Jerusalem neighborhoods with youth who were half
neglected. Not neglected in the regular sense of the
word, but working youth... These activities developed in
Jerusalem in a few neighborhoods. | devoted to this one or
two evenings a week with other friends. The activities were
of course voluntary. We perceived them as the current
need, especially in Jerusalem with its many communities,
and economic and social problems..”

In the religious academic journal Yavne from 1946, an
article by Binyamin Frankel from the Eretz Israel Working
bloc about the role of the religious student was published.
He claims that parties like HaShomer HaTzair and HaNoar
HaOved drove religion away from the poor neighborhoods.
“When a boy reaches maturity he has to make a living,
find for himself work, a position or vocational training.
And at that moment where will he go? ..Of course, to
HaNoar HaOved. Because of the fact that there he can be
guaranteed income, security, vocational training, etc..
And these children will go to HaNoar HaOved because the
Union cannot promise them these things. Ideological talk
doesn’t mean a thing to them. They are interested in bread
and will take it from whoever it comes... And this is the role
of Yavne. The role of an organization with vision, which is
apolitical — saving religious youth, coming from a traditional
background. The religious parties do not take care of them,
because they don't see them as useful for the party.”
Magnes’s suggestion was a welcome one. The students,
members of Yavne, saw a double purpose for his
suggestion: on the one hand, educating Jewish youth
from difficult backgrounds, and on the other hand,
encouraging the Jewish Yishuv in the Old City.

In the Yavne annual summarizing the yearly activity of the
association, the following about helping working youth is
mentioned with unabashed pride:

“This year our members established a ‘settlement project’
with the help of the president of the university, Dr. Y. L.
Magnes. In the Old City, a group of members settled in a
special dormitory. There are widespread cultural-social
activities among members. They learn the Daf Yomi
[daily Talmud study], the Chapters of the Day. Our Old
City members are thinking to start soon cultural activities
among the mizrachi youth (from Oriental origin). This
activity this year among mizrachi immigrant youth is not
sufficient for all their needs, and it is our duty to recruit for
this all suitable members and train them. Also we must
alert the appropriate institutions and demand that they
extend help.”

Hayut disagrees and says that perhaps Dr. Magnes had
additional goals in encouraging their work: strengthening
the Jewish community among the Arab populace to prove
that coexistence is possible between the nations, and also
to help the needy students.

The welcome of the students by Old City residents was
anything but heartwarming.

“A delegation of three people from Batei Machseh and
the OId Yishuv and Breslav Chassidim came to greet us
by..spitting on the floor! They spoke only Yiddish,” recalls
one of the students, Nachum Miloh. "We tried explaining
to them that we are planning to activate the Sephardic
children who don't learn in the Cheder, who roam the
streets. But their answer was ‘Anything new is forbidden
from the Torah.”

Their opinion about the students was publicized on the walls
of the Jewish Quarter in wall posters (“pashkevils”) signed
by Sephardic and Ashkenazic rabbis, the ultra-Orthodox and
Chassidim. This is a translation of one such poster:

“Listen closely, people of Israel!

"It has reached our ears and upset us terribly, a great fear
has come upon us how people alien to the spirit of true
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Members of the Yavne Religious Students Association in the Old City, 1945. Standing, right to left | Dov Rappel, David HaYisraeli, Baruch Lipsher,
Shlomo Gamliel, Shlomo Birnbaum. Seated: Yosef ben David, Y. Angel, Dov Evron, Yosef Demest.Courtesy of the Religious Kibbutz Movement
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Judaism have breached the wall of our holy city and are
planning to establish there a club for lectures given by
university students. We have goose bumps..there are
people with the audacity to plant an alien branch in our
holy camp, and desecrate the holiness of the city in the
heavenly holy city, and increase discord, and as is known
with these clubs, that they are likely to harm the holiness
of the Jewish people and sway the youth away from Torah
and from being God-fearing, so we turn to our brothers —
Whoever is for God, be with us, protest against wherever
they may be, destroy their evil thoughts. We are warning
in harsh language that no Jew give them any help, in any
way, to open this club. We are certain that our Lord will
help us..

Despite this, due to the population’s troubles, the small
group of students did not lose hope.

The Jewish Quarter Population in the 1940s

The last years of the British Mandate were not optimal for
residents of the Jewish Quarter in Jerusalem. The clashes
between Arabs and Jews (1936-1939) and difficult sanitary
conditions caused the more established residents to leave
the Jewish Quarter. In the 1940s, most of the Jewish Quarter
residents suffered financial difficulties.

“In the Old City we saw shocking sights,” recalls Dov Rappel,
a student recruited for the Old City project. “In the house
on Meidan St. where the club was located, a woman lived,
probably a widow, with two babies. The room was the size
of a large crate with no furniture except for a mat. There
was no window in the room, and the light came in only
through an opening. When the door was closed, the room
was dark.”

Yisrael Gigi, who was orphaned from his father, was a
resident of the Jewish Quarter during 1938-1943. He
describes those miserable times:

“It was a one-room apartment, dark, without plaster,
electricity or water, and the walls were damp and wet. The
toilets were in the courtyard and used by all those living in

the building. The water for drinking and washing clothes
was in a water pit in the yard. Infested with worms, before
drinking this water, we had to filter it through a rag... In the
Old City we were on our own. Mother was at work and we
learned at the Talmud Torah. We spent our free time in the
'Hakura’ playing marbles, waving sticks, flying kites towards
evening, climbing the wall and playing hide-and-seek in
the alleyways and jumping from roof to roof.

“On the festivals when masses of Jews would go to the
Old City to pray and give charity at the Western Wall, my
older brother and I would mingle among the crowd...trying
to be guides for a Jew wanting to visit the Jewish Quarter
synagogues, or just asking for ‘bakshish money’ from
guests who were going continuously to the Western Wall.”
Dr. Tammy Razi writes in her doctoral thesis that Jerusalem
had a very high percentage of children dropping out
of school, and roaming the streets with some turning to
crime.

She quotes a letter of Tel Aviv Mayor Israel Rokach to the
directors of the National Committee from May 6, 1940. He
complains in the letter about the emigration of difficult
families from Jerusalem. Their children were roaming the
streets where they peddle wares to support the family.
The difficult economic situation forced children to join the
work force. Yosef Averbuch, a student and social activist,
mentions in his article “Stages” in Niv HaStudent: “Eight-
and nine-year-old girls work in housework dragging little
babies in their arms. For these girls, school is an illusion.”

In his 1941 book Jerusalem’s Street Children, Dr. Moshe Brill
presents critical data. His research, which was supported
by the education department of the National Committee,
shows a very high percentage of Jewish children in
Jerusalem ages 6-11 who were school dropouts.

He brings in his book data from a census of Jewish
Jerusalem on behalf of the National Committee and the
Jewish Agency (1939), which he headed. These figures
show that a third of the mizrachi girls did not receive the
minimum four years of schooling.
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Brill criticizes families in the new city who hired young
mizrachi girls as house maids for a pittance. “When these
girls were given the opportunity to earn income as house
maids, many left school prematurely, or did not even start
school.”

Zehavit Shenkelovski claims in her doctoral thesis that the
parents were the weak link in the Zionist revolution and
in the nation-building process. The idea was to “create a
generation healthy in body and spirit” through public
health nurses and teachers as cultural agents. Statements
of the exclusion process were aimed to all types of parents
in the Yishuv. The educational system’s mistrust towards
parents stemmed from the differences in their world-view
and moral opinions. In her opinion, the teachers presented
the parents’ home as the main enemy in the revolution
because it disrupted the unification trends which typified
the Hebrew education.

Schools tried to expand their supervision and control of
students’ free time together with extra-curricular bodies
like the Scouts Youth Movement, the Gugenheimer
playgrounds, and more. The schools of the National
Committee even allotted in its area a place for these clubs.

Living Conditions of the Students

From documents of the Hebrew University archives, it
seems that Dr. Magnes supported this project in its initial
years. In a letter written by his secretary Lilly Yerusalem on
September 4, 1941 to the financial office, she requests in
Dr. Magnes's name to pay Dov Rappel, the treasurer, for
food and board, a cultural budget and more.

The highly detailed reports written by the students to Dr.
Magnes include among the expenses and income: rent,
storing food, moving furniture, a loan fund and equipment
for the club.

In Yaacov Stahl's letter to Ms. Yerusalem from June 1941, he
gives on behalf of his friends an estimate of the budget for
a meal, thus testifying to their simple menu:

“We use four types of menu, as follows:

1. Bread - 7 mils, margarine — 3.5 mils, egg — 6 mils,
cocoa — 4 mils, Total: 20.5
2. Bread, margarine — 10.5, vegetables — 6 mils, 2 cups of
tea — 5 mils, Total: 19.5
3. Bread, margarine, tea — 13.5 mils, cheese — 6.5 mils,
Total: 20
4. Bread, margarine, tea — 13.5 mils, porridge — 3 mils,
side dishes — 2 mils, Total: 18.5”
The reports show the students’ activities and their social
component, which will be described further on.
As an integral part of the Hebrew University National
Students Union, who used the dormitories, the Old City
students were eligible for visits of the medical service nurse,
Ms. Toaster, and the physician, Dr. Sandler.
Nurse Toaster states in her report from January 27, 1941:
“In the OId City, there is a kibbutz of eight ultra-Orthodox
students, mostly immigrants from Poland who are
concentrated in one courtyard with four rooms near the
Misgav Ladach Hospital. They live as a kibbutz and have two
meals together a day. Regarding sleeping arrangements,
there are only three rooms to use, because the fourth is
for meetings, a dining room, library, etc. This dormitory is
supported by Dr. Magnes with rental payments and support
totaling one mil a month for each student. They spend
their spare time as counselors for the children’s club in the
Old City. The dormitory rooms are full of sunlight. There is
a kitchen where they make the meals together. There is a
small wash-up room. One of the major shortcomings is a
lack of running water. They buy water from their neighbors.
The kibbutz has only one European-style toilet which is
used by the families of two neighbors. The residents clean
their rooms. The cleaning is satisfactory. They have part of
a closet for first aid.”
The nurse’s description must have caused a sensation.
In a letter to Dr. Magnes dated February 5, 1941, Lou
Schneerson reports: “l asked the maintenance department
to visit the place in the Old City and to set an allocation for
water and showers for the students of the Old City."
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The counselors near their home, the Old City, 1940-42.

In the photograph: Dov Rappel, Dov Evron, Yosef Demest, Mordechai
Hayut, Yaacov Stahl and Yehoshua Markowitz. Photographer: Yehoshua
Markowitz. Courtesy of the Markowitz family
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When Shlomo Birnbaum came to the Old City from Tel Aviv
in 1943, nothing was done to improve the sanitation:

“The move was very difficult for me. Imagine living here in
a house, on the second floor, like a palace, as compared
to the huts on Meidan St. or elsewhere in the Old City. But
this palace is without running water. The toilets are in the
courtyard, and the living quarters are not what | was used
toin Tel Aviv."

The Project Starts in the Old City

As mentioned, students came to the Old City in March
1940 and received an icy welcome. The initial activities
were postponed for different reasons, but mainly because
of the Ashkenazic community’s strong opposition.

Years later, Mordechai Hayut relates: “We took stock of
the situation and realized that we don't have much of a
chance to operate within the Ashkenazic community, and
we have to find ways to the Sephardic public, including
their leadership. We had an operational plan, which was
based on visiting the Sephardic leadership, in order to
prepare the groundwork for our work with youth.” He tells
of a visit in the house of Rabbi Hazan on the Intermediate
Days of the Passover festival. Whenever the talk was about
the Sephardic youth in the Old City, the rabbi wisely
changed the topic to the price of dates in the Baghdad and
Damascus markets.

“Around the festival of Shavuot, we went out, and made
contact with the children,” remembers Hayut. “We queried
each child about whether he learns, where he learns,
about his older brothers and sisters, and if they would like
to come to the evening classes. This is how we started to
gather the first students for the evening classes, and the
first contacts were made..."

Help was on the way in the initiative to operate summer camps
in the Old City. “We were interested not only in helping a
number of children, but also in rehabilitating the Old City and
Creating a vibrant atmosphere there... The camp committee
set a budget for the club (not an entire camp), which included

only one meal - lunch - for all Old City children. This is how
one club started for about 50 boys within the Old City, in the
Talmud Torah of the Sephardim, and a camp club for girls
in Yemin Moshe, which to some extent was considered a
suburb of the Old City. The activity in the camp-club for boys
in the Old City became a center of activities for the summer
of 1940 and the momentum continued. The 50 children who
came to this club, from morning until noon, opened for us the
gates and also the hearts of the Jews in the Old City, mainly of
children and youth.”

The successful activity reinforced the students’ status
within the community. Towards 1941, the attitudes of the
children’s parents changed towards the students.

"Also parents became interested,” recalls Hayut. “Although
with restraint... They felt it was good for their children to be
with us, we're not so ‘terrible and dangerous’ as described
on the Old City wall posters. We felt that a process of
legitimizing us began among the Jews and that it was time
to develop our activity.”

Towards 1941, two clubs opened in the Old City. They
were separate for boys and girls and were open regularly
on weekdays. Besides the clubs, the students increased
the evening classes to include working girls (starting in the
summer of 1940), and activity also started among adults.
The students assembled a “parents’ discussion” leading
to team spirit among the parents. During the discussion
a parents committee was elected. Thus emerged the
first organized public event of the Old City's Sephardic
population.

The Small-loan Fund

In order to improve the residents’ financial situation,
the students created a small-loan fund. “We stipulated
one principle: There are no hand-outs, only loans to be
returned... | think that the basic loan was of twenty grush,
to be paid back in eight equal payments of half a shilling a
week. This really helped Jews who made a living by fixing
shoes, or tinsmiths who needed a loan to buy pieces of
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leather or tin. And therefore this determined whether they
would work that week or not. Also this minor financial
assistance helped us gain the trust of the residents and
convince them that our intentions and actions are needed.”
In the report of the interest-free loan fund from July-
November 1941, presented to Dr. Magnes, Nachum Miller
(Miloh), the fund'’s administrator, mentions that 27 loans
amounting to 33,950 Palestine pounds were given out.
He states that three of the borrowers temporarily stopped
paying back their debts because of unemployment or
illness of the wage earner. In order to cover the deficit
without disrupting loans to others, the students used
money meant for their own provisions.

The students ended 1941 with a sense of satisfaction: “We
are on the same track as the children’s parents. We became
known, are accepted and even admired by an increasing
publicin the Old City,” according to Hayut.

The group grew to eight members. Two female students
were added to lead the girls. Volunteer counselors from the
new city joined, and the number of children visiting the
clubs increased.

The First Counselors

The beginning was not easy. As Dov Rappel tells Hulda
Kampnino in an interview:

“As the Yiddish saying goes: ‘On the beard of my student, |
learned to shave.”

The counselors complemented each others’ various
talents, to benefit the community’s children and youth. In
the interview to Eli Berman about the clubs’ staff and their
activities, Mordechai Hayut relates:

“| hired Yehoshua Markowitz who | knew as a student at
the university. People who knew him well said: This person
has good hands. | met him on the library stairs. | tried
persuading him to come to us to engage in handiwork..
He also knew bookbinding, a Jew with golden hands, what
I didn't have... | was the coordinator of this club..

The counselors succeeded in creating personal connec-

tions with their young charges by instilling Zionist religious
values.

“If I say that in the Old City this was a success,” recalls
Rappel in the interview, “I think this success was based on
the personal connection. Yehoshua Markowitz excelled in
this. Yehoshua was able to make direct personal contact
with a deaf, mute and blind person. He always knew how
to find the way to children who were so attached to him...
Miss Henrietta Szold had said about Yehoshua: ‘He is the
best youth counselor that I've ever met in my life.

“He really knows how to form a sincere and personal
connection. Children felt that he does not get them to talk
like a police investigator would, but he gets them to talk,
speaking to them as friends. He knew crafts and would gather
everyone around the carpentry. He knew carpentry, and it
turned out that he knew bookbinding. Whatever he did with
the children was done well. They really admired him.”

In addition, Rappel credits the success to “Mordechai,
because he took it seriously, and to all of us, because we
lived with them.”

Yisrael Gigi recalls his first meeting with Yehoshua
Markowitz: “A young bespectacled student wearing a white
shirt, wide khaki pants and a beret. From our conversation |
was impressed that facing me was a good-hearted person
whom | can trust. Yehoshua was the living spirit of the new
club that opened on Meidan St. where the children who
wandered aimlessly around the Old City would gather. This
club gave new content to our drab lives. We discovered
games and crafts courses. We would create from chalk
models sculptures of Rachel’s Tomb, the Western Wall and
Zachariah's Tomb, and decorate them with the appropriate
decorations.. We went on trips outside the city, to the
university on Mt. Scopus, to Atarot, etc. | think these trips
were the most exciting of all our activities and our throats
were really hoarse from the songs we studied...”

Hayut took care of the practical organization of the clubs.
Yehoshua Markowitz coordinated the boys’ club, and Dina
Stern, the girls’ club.
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Hayut tells Eli Berman: “I spent every day, | thinkimmediately
after lunch, reading the Hatzofeh newspaper for children.
The summer of 1941 was the period when the war was at
its peak. We wanted the girls to know something.”

The Yavne Religious Students Association Members as
Cultural Agents

Based on interviews with members of the Yavne Religious
Students Association, and with former youth (in the 1940s),
and researching various documents, the guiding ideology
of student activities in the Old City becomes clear.

Many years later, Mordechai Hayut claims: “The question
is whether the Yavne students group had an ideology
as part of its educational work. Some think that this isn't
obvious. | think there was an ideology, although it had its
own dynamics. The group members were mainly Torah
V'Avodah people, meaning Religious Zionism based on
labor and settlement. Although the group did not define
itself as committed to this direction, as the educational
work progressed, it became clear that serious-minded
youth should be presented also with an ideological
direction, and you cannot educate intensively without
this. It was clear that you cannot educate for purposes like
reading newspapers, playing chess or even doing crafts.
Along the way, one must offer youth a direction in life, a
way of life, and life values. It was evident that the direction
this group would adopt was that of Torah V'Avodah.”

In the interview to Eli Berman, Hayut adds that the
connection to the Yishuv in the Old City did not end even
after his recruitment to the British Army in the autumn of
1941. He states that “Already then we raised the question:
What will become of the youth who we're educating? We
will leave at a certain point, or they will leave us, go out to
work, help the parents, become part of society. We said:
The means is the kibbutz, a youth group in the kibbutz... In
the debate a few said: What are we doing, taking youth out
of the Old City? We came mainly to strengthen the Old City.
This was also the intention of Dr. Magnes. After becoming

acquainted with the Old City and its residents, we've seen
young people leaving... We can save the youth, but not the
Old City.”

Shlomo Birnbaum, an Old City counselor during 1943-
1946, and a fundraiser for the project in the new city,
said according to various documents: “We want to
take the children out of the Old City to kibbutz life.. To
provide an education, Jewish and general, to shape the
spiritual character of the young person and to direct
him to a profession... Also originally (before my time)
a memorandum was written that we want to take the
children out of the Old City to live on the kibbutz. There
were a few general purposes already then: providing
education, teaching towards a productive life of work,
acquiring pioneering values, and imparting a complete
religious education, etc..”

Dina Stern’s (Glicksman) statements show a discrepancy
between ideology and actions: “Our work was like a chain
of educational experiments which were led by feelings.
Studies at the clubs were not planned and were indirect.
They focused on discussions about holidays and central
events in the Yishuv and the nation, and this is how we
instilled in our youth knowledge on religion, nationality,
and soon..”

Through diverse activities (arts and crafts, enrichment,
the “children’s group” and more) the students transferred
messages they believed in to the youth: love of the people
and the Land, training for a life of sharing and labor, and
expanding horizons.

The Children’s Group

Two files with copies of detailed reports about the students’
activities in the Old City were found in the estate of
Yehoshua Markowitz. In the report of October-November
1941, Yosef Demest (who fell in Kfar Etzion) describes the
various activities of the boys’ club:

“To a certain extent, the work is organized and run by
the children themselves. There are official self-governing
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Avraham Azulai, Nechemia Wasserman | Photographer | Yehoshua Markowitz | Courtesy of the Markowitz family
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bodies: a general meeting with all the children, and
a council which it elects. The council, assisted by the
counselors, sets up the operational plan, giving out various
tasks to the children. The work in general is divided into
different parts, like: sports games (ball, jumping, running),
quiet games, handicrafts (the young ones — carton and
raffia; the older ones — chalk), discussions held two to three
times a week, songs and trips.”

In the monthly report for July 1941 written by Yehoshua
Markowitz, the influence of Janusz Korczak is evident.
According to Markowitz, the transfer to a summer camp
“was a natural move, because almost all of the children
in the club went to summer camp, they determined and
continue to determine its atmosphere from the first day... In
the summer camp, a children’s council chosen by children
included those with leading roles in the camp.”

Malka Taragan came to the Old City following Yehoshua
Markowitz. The energetic student motivated the young
girl, a teachers seminary student, to volunteer in the Old
City. Initially, she would come on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays to teach the working girls and broaden their
knowledge. (Interview with Malka on November 14 and 18,
2010).

In February 1944, after some veteran counselors had left,
Malka coordinated the boys’ club. In the report attached to
the club’s notebook, she writes about its lively atmosphere
and the procedures she introduced:

“All had to start from anew... During discussions we set the
final groups and their names... The council determined at
its meeting the arrangement of the rooms, and decided on
self-rule in various areas. The council decided on a cleaning
committee...a trip committee...opening an exhibition room
by a specific group, the opening of a library by another
group... We also decided to hold a discussion where the
children would decide the club’s regulations.”

Attached to Malka's detailed report were sketches with
which she decorated the clubroom. One of her sketches
depicts the map of desolate Eretz Israel before immigration

alongside a map of Eretz Israel with a pioneer holding a
spade. The symbols of the Jewish National Fund and the
Keren Hayesod flank him on both sides.
The highlight of the club that year was the renewal of
the children’s council. The children determined the
club’s regulations and its various committees. Mrs. Aluf,
a representative of the Gugenheimer playgrounds, the
older counselors (Yavne students, both employed and
volunteers) and young counselors participated in these
discussions. Malka summarizes: “l would like to remark that
our council meetings had quality and showed how much
these children knew to make the most of the council’s
options.”

In the journal of the councils of the Old City boys’ club

in 1944, meetings, issues, participants and decisions are

recorded. Some meetings of the children’s council were for
both boys and girls.

The young council members were volunteer counselors in

the clubs.

Among them was Yosef Tamir (Tanji). He recalls in a

telephone interview:

“| was 16-years-old and was studying at the Mizrachi

Teachers Seminary. | volunteered as a counselor at the

girls” club twice a week. Some of them were even older

than | was.”

The secretary was Moshe Mizrachi who fell defending

the Jewish Quarter in 1948. Yosef Tanji was taken into

Jordanian Legion captivity.

The protocol of a meeting from May 1944 records the

following:

"1. The constitution — each counselor must determine the
rules with the group, and present them at the council
meeting.

2. Work:..We will work with chalk and with material, and
we will plant seedlings in the yard...

3. Council members must be a symbol for members of
the club.”

Counselor Menachem Marseh (Moreshet) summarizes
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in the Gugenheimer playground report: “The activities of
the council elected every so often among the children
are praiseworthy.” He states that the children raised
suggestions to streamline their activities, and notes the
great educational value inherent in including children in
the programes.

Enrichment Programs and Expanding Horizons

in the Clubs

The enrichment program for children was exceptionally
planned. Its structure followed intensive thought in
order to arouse the children’s curiosity and expand their
horizons. Demest states in the report that “daily newspaper
reading greatly influences the children’s perspective and
their development.” Discussions revolved around “The
world around us (the size and shape of the earth, the
atom, bodies, plant reproduction), development of culture,
prehistoric man.” He mentions a visit to the archeological
museum.

The students made every effort to instill in their young
charges the important values of love of the Land. Demest
writes that the works crafted from panier (a hard material)
were the map of Eretz Israel and boxes. “Each group
organized a saving fund for trips.”

The trips were varied and matched the students’ ages
and the content taught at the club: a zoo for the younger
children, a Keren Hayesod exhibition, etc.

In the report to Dr. Magnes from June 4, 1941, Mordechai
Hayut writes about the library and its Davar LaYeladim [for
children] and D'var HaPoelet [for laborers] newspapers. In
addition, “a wall newspaper appeared this month which
was devoted to the club and its part in Lag BaOmer.”

The values presented in the workers’ newspapers were
transmitted by the students to the youth, in addition to
the national values of Lag BaOmer (which represents the
empowerment of Bar Kokhba, the struggle for freedom, etc.)
From a notebook of the boys’ club found in the Central
Zionist Archives, one learns about the club’s various

activities, and its counselors. The notebook was presented
as a report to the Gugenheimer playgrounds to continue
receiving a budget for 1945.

The notebook mentions trips (to the Rockefeller Museum,
Motza, Talpiot, Rechavia, and more), Rosh Chodesh (New
Moon) parties, room games, ball games, a Passover
camp (at the university on Mt. Scopus), the carpentry,
bookbindery, library, etc.

Current events discussions focused on Hitler, the Jews of
Europe, Israel’s rebirth, the illegal immigration and more.
In the report attached to the notebook, Shlomo Birnbaum
relates:

“| started with stories that would focus them to listen for
at least half an hour. Regarding the topic of ‘Israel’s rebirth’
| told them about the persecution of Jews in European
countries..and then about the settlement history in Eretz
Israel, for example: the revival of the Emek [Jezreel Valley].
We learned songs like ‘Song of the Emek'...”

Zussman (Noam) Rubin describes the clubroom and its
activities in a report to the Gugenheimer Committee in
1944 attached to the club’s notebook.

“The last month was marked by the end of the year:

“The Victory group presented the play (‘'The Eternal Jew’),
and the Dror group prepared decorations...

“The Devora group built a farm from carton to wrap up the
topic...

“Decoration: The Rebirth in three pictures: desolation,
conguest and settlement.

"Plays: ‘Dilligent Workers, ‘The Flower Dance, ‘We Are
Immigrating to Our Land,” and ‘The Eternal Jew.”

The ideological messages conveyed in the names of the
groups, in the themes of the decorations and the contents
of the plays are mostly connected with the Jewish nation’s
history, the blossoming of the desert and the return to
Zion.

Evening Classes for the Working Youth
Dov Abramowitz (Evron) added to the report from December
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1942 the weekly schedule of the working girls. The classes
were held daily at 5:00-8:00 p.m. (except for Fridays).

The program included: Hebrew, geography, mathematics,
the human body, sewing, nature and Bible. Newspaper
readingwasincludedin the scheduleforthe beginning level
girls. The program on the Sabbath included discussions,
singing, and an Oneg Shabbat (to honor the Sabbath). The
advanced girls enjoyed additional enrichment on the Bible.

“Old City Tribe” — The Scouts

In a report from 1944 to the Gugenheimer Committee,
Shlomo Birnbaum points out:

“One of the new activities in the club was the Scouts which
greatly attracted children... We would tell them about the
founding of the Scouts, etc.”

According to Dr. Yuval Dror, the Scouts Movement
encouraged Zionist values, as well as a high level of
discipline and obedience reflecting moral values.

Arye Naveh (Neumark) came to the Old City in 1946 as
“a drifting student, and emerged severely wounded.
Miraculously youngsters gathered around me. From that
moment, we connected. Among the boys, | remember
Azulai, Moshe Mizrachi, Mordechai Seri. | think that some of
the relationships of the Old City were formed in this club.”

Emanuel Meidav came to the Old City at the end of 1947
following Arye Naveh, his friend. "He intended to go to
Gush Etzion,” recalls Arye, “but | convinced him that he was
needed in the Old City.” Emanuel came to the Old City as
part of an educational delegation.

Emanuel, the founder of the Massuot Tribe of the Religious
Scouts of Jerusalem was greatly admired. Many counselors
and youth followed the model of the Scouts that he
charted. He was among the pillars of the defense of the
Jewish Quarter in 1948, falling in its defense.

“From the City to the Village”
The students worked simultaneously in two areas in order
to assist the Jewish Yishuv in the Old City. They reinforced

it with the aforementioned activities, and they also worked
tirelessly to strengthen the youth.

In an interview years later to Avraham Schiff, David
HaYisraeli recalls: “In the Old City, we were a group of
Yavne students, which was founded in 1940. We saw in our
work a great opportunity to take children out of the Old
City and train them within the settlement framework... We
thought that we would expand their education, expand
their knowledge, expand their connection to society in the
Land by taking them to the settlement.”

One of his charges, Shula Dvorkin (Aharoni) was in the small
group that went to Rodges, which is today Kfar Avraham
near Petach Tikva. Shula, a regular at the students’ club,
was encouraged by her mother, and joined the small
groups which eventually went to Kevutzat Yavne. She
remembers with longing the days when they would work
in the vegetable garden half a day, and learn half a day.
David HaYisraeli describes life in Rodges in the interview
with Schiff: “We were three counselors. Studies took place
there... Our first job was to organize the children in a study
track, in a work track. We started on the farm where we had
a vegetable garden... The children had a regular schedule,
from 6:30a.m. - prayer, eating and studies. In the afternoon -
a short break and work, later on evening homework, and
soon.”

David HaYisraeli describes Recha Freier's involvement:
“Probably while in Jerusalem she would often come across
neglected children in the streets, wandering with no goal
or purpose. She thought a lot can be done here. We were
in touch with her constantly, and she stayed in touch with
us and visited.”

In his article on training the children of Israel, Dr. Yosef
Yonai notes Freier's work for the neglected children in
Eretz Israel. In 1933 with the rise of Nazi rule in Germany,
Freier thought of bringing Jewish youth from Germany to
the kibbutzim in Eretz Israel (Youth Aliyah), hoping to save
them from annihilation. Following the arrival of the first
group of Youth Aliyah to Ein Harod in 1934, Henrietta Szold
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The Old City Scouts tribe, in the center, counselor Arye Naveh (Neumark), 19467
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started directing the enterprise. Szold did this as the head
of the Social Department of the National Committee.
“When Recha Freier immigrated to Eretz Israel, she realized
that she would not be able to be actively involved in
directing Youth Aliyah, and therefore she initiated another
educational framework which dealt with native-born
children, ages 11-12 who lived in difficult families. The
framework would be based on agricultural education,”
summarizes Yonai.

In the autumn of 1942, the vigorous Freier succeeded
to organize the first group of impoverished families to
leave the Old City of Jerusalem for education in a kibbutz
settlement.

In a letter to Magnes from September 1941, Stahl reports
on the initial contacts between Recha Freier and the
students: “Mrs. Freier who had heard about our group and
its activities came to us two months ago with the following
proposal: She thought of taking out a group of 25 children,
boys and girls, ages 11-13 from the Old City to receive their
education in the village in the framework of a children’s
group for three years. One or two members of our group
would go with the children as counselors..” Despite the
proposal’s promise, the letter relates that students had to
think it over for a long time: “Will the children’s departure
have a negative effect on the continuation of our work in
the Old City?”

The idea of the enterprise, according to Dr. Yonai, was to
solve the problem of neglected youth. “According to the
plan, instilling popular education among the children,
training for a productive work life — mainly agricultural,
and infusing national and social values of the pioneer
movement would take place in the agricultural settlements
founded by the government authorities.”

Freier was determined to find a supporter for the project.
As part of these efforts, she met a group wishing to
commemorate the late David Florentine, an activist. In
the correspondence between Freier and the Sephardic
community, they state: “It goes without saying that we

greatly appreciate your helpful enterprise, and hope it will
be a success for the individual and the public.”

In Freier's letter to the Sephardic community dated
Septermber 12, 1943, marking a year for the project, she
attached a report of Prof. Strauss from the Hadassah Health
Center on “The Experience and Medical Conclusions of
Transferring a Group of Children from the Old City of
Jerusalem for Training in the Village.”

“The group included 25 boys and girls, ages 11-13," states
Prof. Strauss in the report. “We took it upon ourselves to
determine the children’s physical fitness and to give advice
based on medical check-ups about their first position
in their new setting.. At the end of the first year of the
children’s stay in Kibbutz Rodges, we held check-ups. Some
children became surprisingly taller, and nearly all gained a
lot of weight... These children whose development before
the training was below every European standard made up
in one year that standard, and even surpassed it. This fact
proves they had poor nutrition, the positive consequences
of dedicated care..and what little time was needed for this
revolutionary recovery.”

Yet he complained that their ability to work “did not match
their physical development.”

He summarizes in a report a sweeping recommendation to
the National Institutions to operate similarly in the training
enterprise of the children of Israel.

In the 1944 book From Rodges to Yavne, Krona describes
passionately: “During the days of moving to Yavne,
Kevutzat Rodges agreed to take upon itself another
educational burden. It absorbed 24 children without
education, especially native-born children and those of
mizrachi origin from Jerusalem. These children would
wander by the hundreds through Old Jerusalem’s alleyways
without proper education. Many of them were in danger
of missionary education... Kevutzat Rodges is the first to
do this, and is a flagship model for this daring pioneering
enterprise.”

After spending over a year in Rodges, the children went to
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Kevutzat Yavne. Rappel, HaYisraeli and Markowitz were the
devoted counselors who went with them from the Old City
to Rodges, and continued on with them to Kevutzat Yavne.
Years later, Yisrael Gigi related: “At Kevutzat Rodges we
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Counselors and youth, among them Dov Evron
Photographer: Yehoshua Markowitz | Courtesy of the Markowitz family

learned half a day, and worked half a day. Until one day
in 1944 when we were told that we're going to Kevutzat
Yavne, the new settlement near Gedera. At first we were
housed in a chicken coop. Housing in those days in the
kibbutz were plastered cinder box houses with roof tiles
and lifts brought by the members from abroad when they
immigrated. Surrounding the farm, | remember green
fields, chickens in the coops, cows in the dairy barn and
smells of hay, the vegetable garden and flowers in the field.
The two wonderful years in the kibbutz and the dedicated
support of the pioneer members made me feel beloved
and part [of the community], and instilled in me until this
day love for the homeland..”

The following is from the Kevutzateinu newsletter of
Kevutzat Yavne, dated September 29, 1944:

“Yesterday, when a year passed since the day the group
of children from Eretz Israel came to our kibbutz, after
awaiting this for over a year in Rodges, we thought that its

purpose was to join the pioneering agricultural enterprise
at a young age in order to receive necessary extensive
preparation... We hope that the children will continue to
advance next year in all fields, expand their knowledge in
studies, work and become more and more an integral part
of our society.”

A vyear later when the youth left to Mikveh Israel, the
doubts at the start of their absorption in Kevutzat Yavne
were written up in its newsletter: “We were greatly assisted
by the devoted work of the counselors who cared for
these children when they were still in Jerusalem, and
accompanied their development the entire time. In
conclusion, we can state that the experience was worth it...
Parting is difficult for us and for them.”

The “Florentine Children” group was preceded by a group
of girls from the Old City who were encouraged by the
students to maximize their potential in agriculture. They
went to Kibbutz Sde Eliyahu.

Tziona Segal (née Maliach) was the first girl of the Old City
to go to Kibbutz Sde Eliyahu. She relates in an interview to
Shibolet, the kibbutz weekly:

“I told my father that | want to go to the kibbutz. Of course
he disagreed and invited all of our synagogue members
to our house for advice. And then he said to me: ‘If you
want, leave now, but you're already not my daughter. He
excommunicated me and sat shiva [mourning practice] for
me...I was 17 when | came here.”

In an interview to Shibolet, Esther Goldschmid (née Penso)
relates: “A group of Hebrew University students in the
Old City taught the young people various subjects and
organized for us a trip to the kibbutz. We told our parents
that the trip was part of the studies of Israel’s geography. At
home, they were afraid of the kibbutzim, they didn't want
to hear about them. | told my mother and brothers about
the trip to the kibbutz. | explained to them that if | like the
kibbutz, | will stay there a bit. | told them that | want to be
among the pioneers. My mother asked my father to agree
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Welcoming the Florentine children at Kevutzat Yavne, 1944?
Courtesy of Kevutzat Yavne Archives

to my going, but my father was adamant in his refusal:
‘We've seen girls leave home to stray ways. Don't do this to
us..” In his opinion, a daughter doesn't leave home before
her wedding... Father banished her from the family... Father
didn’t believe there was a religious kibbutz. Kibbutzim had
a bad name those days. Only a year later, father accepted
me back home. This was when | brought Yosef home as a
bridegroom.”

Mazal Hess (née Sidis) received her mother’s approval to go
to Sde Eliyahu. From the telephone interview with Mazal: “|
participated in the evening classes in the club. We learned
history, geography and literature. It was very interesting.
The idea was to expand our knowledge. The students
influenced us to leave the Old City to the kibbutzim and
youth villages. | traveled for family reasons to Raanana for
two years, and when | returned, the settlement nucleus

came apart. | went around with my friend Mazal Suissia
to the kibbutzim of the Religious Kibbutz Movement:
Yavne, Sde Eliyahu and Tirat Zvi. We decided to choose
Sde Eliyahu because Eliezer Goldman and Nachum Miloh
[counselors in the Old City] were there. Counselor Moshe
Pollack negotiated with my mother. He explained to my
mother about the Religious Kibbutz. She wanted me to
advance, and she agreed.”

In a telephone interview, Moshe Pollack confirms this:
“| came to the Old City in 1943 as a student, and taught
mainly history to the girls. As role models, we convinced
the parents not to worry. There was nothing farther from
Jerusalem than Kibbutz Sde Eliyahu in the Beit Shean
Valley. If we hadn't spoken to the parents, they wouldn't
have let their children go to the kibbutz.”

Really - a Kibbutz? Relations between the Yavne Students
and the Religious Kibbutz

Nurse Toaster describes in the medical report the students
as “a kibbutz of eight ultra-Orthodox students” living
kibbutz life and dining and wining together twice a day.
Their expenses were shared, according to the detailed
reports presented to Dr. Magnes, the Mizrachi Women
and the Gugenheimer playgrounds. In the interview to Eli
Berman, Hayut smiles as he recalls: “We saw ourselves as
an urban kibbutz. We called it ‘the ironic kibbutz' [ironic’
similar to ‘ironi’ = Hebrew for ‘urban’]. Because we weren't
entirely a kibbutz, but we lived kibbutz life in these fields...
We had a budget from Dr. Magnes which was the rental
fee, and a monthly lira for each one of us... From this we
decided to supply the apartment’s needs, the cleaning
products, breakfast and supper. All the rest, we paid out
individually..."

“We didn’t come to the Old City to be a kibbutz, to live a
shared life as in the kibbutz, we also didn’t latch onto the
kibbutz movement officially, we also weren't sent by it. But
we became a partial kibbutz because of our mission. But

TNYTI INON NND0 *"NYI1IY" IXIAPN YIAWD [INYI [I'N12
NMAYN NO'ONAIINAN NYINY D'OITIVO NXIAP” (1019 N11Y)
NN DIOYE,DNIY NIYIXPN DNYXD NN DTG, APMyN 1YY
TN N1I0N2A NIN 91'0NYW 1190 0MINY LYIapY 9o nh
NNNY .2 %Y VINWY 1XT XD ,0XIAPR ITND N YIND DY T
YI2'pN DN DAY 1MN20N LYIAPI H1ron 9y 1o 0NNl
XN INY DNY NINN NXP DY INUN HDIN 1Y [N NXDY
NINXAN NTID) N ANIXIM 199 .00 TYI1 DIXIONN |12 NI
NNN .DNXI9NN 1ND NIMYD MY LN Y DIDINDE NIAYN
12D 2N'0Q TRIY NAN N LMY'01Y DDO0'W NAND NYPAN
19 'WYN N QY7 NIANYD INXT NN AN ATYY DDA DN
AT NAN ..ONNUNN 1D NIAN NN NATY X9 N2 1YL LLINT
N DIXIAPY UNT YR YW PIND N NN ...NDWNAN MIN
QY MIN DAP NN MWD NP INKD P A0 KD DYONY
+"|NND H01I" NN IMINAN WWND NN DT - 1IN

1aynNY ANN YY AN>MA NN NYap (0o NaY) on H
MIY'YA NONNYA" 9T 1190 71IDH0 [I'NIA LINMIN NTYY
[MYN NN .M DN ,NNIV0N NTRY .NITYINA 27N
11y 1Y'DYN DIOITIVON .NYTA NIN 2'NINYD AN [N LTND
N2'0N 'MY01 YN M99 DNIANI NPINYN YN DX AITYY
NAYINNY YN MWD ,NNYYY DIYY NNown
YI2'PN XA A N'YIY 9T AN QY 'N22IM0N .pIonn
NN NTYA N2 NVINA JAX NOEINHIN NTY N1 NN
AW (NPMYN Y2 DDMTRN) X9 DINAENTI TYON 90
NID P19 NWN )MTRN 901 NIN DY INNENWUNN NN DY
SDNDONTLDTPANY NNXT NI LINTA YIPN DY INIKD 1100
APIMYN 1YY MYIN"ANNIN NN PIID NWN TN 7°119H0 [I'N12
JINYIN NN D100 Py INTRMIELLITIV0D 1943 MY
N9 .WIUNY A0 'NY DN AN DYDY DNIY NYIND NDITN
N PRYA INON DTY YIAPAR DHIYNM N PINY 12T AN
N599 DT DN N - DNINN DY 02T NONON L NY
YA

NM2 12N 0'0ATIVON |2 DY ?7YIA'P DINDND
TN yiaps "mar

D'VITIVON NN 'NIDIN N“ITA NTIN IVOI0 NINNA DT
DITYION YIA'P "N DMAN “DITIN DI0ITIVO MINY HY Y™

N' 0TI NXIAP ... '0'NA 1NN NID0 NN DAN D27
52."TY11 1X19N 9YONI DN [ND AN NMNTNNT DNYYY NIYNIN
NXIAPY DTN 1YDN ,00TINA MWD NYYNY HY Ay NS
DNIX 1119 DNIONN DTN YAIPINI NI 591 .0
.M NXIAPA DI DNHYY 1D'WRN,00TIND NPy 1yan

QI' XN1 DI XA DTRYD 03T NXIAPAY % YN 190,01
NXIAPY DY INY NYAND 1944 MW TN DI'Y Ty .NTY
S92 DAIN DY AY'NNA NN T AYTN NIAgtnn LN
DDy DY D'NMON DP9 N 1N YIAPA NDIPN NNINA DN
NN PUN9 2200 .NXIN 19YWD 971NN DNANN IN'YANY D109
,1912 NINBN NN, D™D NIYIANN NN ,DPAN NITYUA NN DI
QY Y122 NINDD DMNIY .ATYA DINIDAT PR 2NN NINN
OMIEAINN WINY 19 1070 0NONN DNANN 9Y ATINY ND'PN
. NTIIND NANND NN DTA DN DXy Ty 12 1y0l

129.9.1944 D12 N1 "NNXIAP” N NXIAP |1DY2

NPWNY NN 0TI NXIAP 9 NI DI NI NXONA HINNN”
PIND 1T NXIAP NAWN,00TNA MIWN 19YNY 129 ANDNYW NNX
ANI0NY N DTY YD YW YT Nynnn NYIm ANIpn
92pY 1D YX 912 INIPNN NN 9YDNY NIDIVYA NN
D'WN' D'TY'NY DIPN 1IN NINAN 900 NWINTA NIDNN NN
DAMIY'T NN 12'N,0'N0WA 922 ANIN MY DNINTPNNA
°7DNNAN N2 NN IWANY!T ATIAYA ,0TInoa

VNN NATY QY "N DX Iy AND) NI NIND MY
NUMPY WP TN NN 1Y NIPOON IY INIW DIpRY
Y NIIONN ATIAYN Y N2AINA MY ApMyn yn Ty
DNIN 1M1 DMYN DN TIY 1IN DT 19908 01DNTNN
['0NNY YIAPS 901 DID'0A .ADIPAN 9D WNA DNINNODNNA
710091 19 WP ATADN LINTD AN

APMYN AYAN NINYY NXIAP ARTP PO T nXaph
NIAYIMAY 1D A1 NINIPN ANWINYD NIN ITTIY D'0ITIVONY
NN DTV

AYAN DY AWK DY AN (N0 iah) 910 iy
72'N9121W™ N2 D190 NDLINON NTY YIPD ARy

N9 2IND NIN .YIAPI NDYY DY NY 19YW NAND NN
NN 1IN N9 N0IdN N 01999NNN 9D NN 'NTNIE QDN
72D NN YAN L I'YDY IATYN DX NN DN X9 NN TN LDINYINND
17 N2 M ..0YAY Y QYT N DNNNNID O 1A N
SINDD MyINwD

28



31

our mission led to the kibbutz... It led us to the idea that the
future of the education of these children is the kibbutz.."
From the protocol of a meeting of Old City students and
Kevutzat Yavne members in May 1943, it seems that
the students had decided to join the Religious Kibbutz.
Representatives of the students, David HaYisraeli, Dov
Evron, Yosef Demest and Eliezer Stern “decided to join
the kibbutz out of a clear awareness of the ideas of the
religious kibbutz.." The students demanded that the
Religious Kibbutz “consider the counseling in the Old City
as its own business..” They were concerned that joining
Kevutzat Yavne would affect the students’ counseling in
the Old City.

This concern intensified in a letter of Shlomo Birnbaum on
November 28, 1944 to the Kibbutz Council in Sde Eliyahu:
“For a long time, there are close contacts between us and
the Religious Kibbutz:

by sending children from the Old City to Sde Eliyahu and
to Yavne;

by counselors who left us to educational work within your
framework.

“We hope that these contacts will continue in the future,
but not only from the direction of the Old City to the
kibbutz, but in the reverse direction, that the people in the
Religious Kibbutz will come to Jerusalem, and those with
educational skills will cooperate with us in our work in the
Old City and other poor neighborhoods of Jerusalem.” His
expectations fell through.

In a letter written to the secretariat of the Yavne students
in the Old City dated July 30, 1943, the kibbutz requested
to know the plans of the students in advance since “the
secretariat and the kibbutz are also publicly responsible for
your enterprise in the Old City.”

Shlomo Birnbaum, the students’ secretary, sent “an activity
report to our group, after 5.5 years of work among residents
of the Old City” to the Religious Kibbutz secretariat. The
dynamic Birnbaum made every effort to review the
enterprise from its beginnings. He succinctly described

the situation of the youth, explaining the importance of
placing their needs in the center. He concludes: “We see
that the counselors residing in the neighborhoods are
the most efficient way to take care of ‘youth for youth.”
He states that the youth must be trained professionally
(cooking classes, sewing, carpentry, etc).

Funding the Project

At the beginning, Dr. Magnes funded the activities. Later
on the students had to find different funding sources for
the project.

According to documents from Yehoshua Markowitz's
estate, already in 1941 the students negotiated with the
Gugenheimer Committee and Mizrachi Women to assist in
funding the activities.

The National Committee, in charge of Hebrew education
of the Yishuv, established youth clubs for children and
working women throughout the country. There were two
schools under the supervision of the National Committee
in the Old City: the Sephardic Talmud Torah headed by
Chanina Mizrachi and the Girls' School B" headed by Mrs.
Glicklich.

Due to the mediation of Yosef Meyuhas of the National
Committee, the principals of the schools agreed to hold the
clubs’ activities in their schools. Some were keen (Mizrachi),
and some had peculiar excuses (Glicklich).

Meyuhas writes in a letter dated August 29, 1941 to Ms.
Vitaless, chairwoman of the Hadassah Gugenheimer
Committee, about the irregular expenses of the clubs
in the Old City due to the need for two separate clubs —
for boys and for girls. He concludes with a request: “| feel
that the Old City enterprise is worthy of the full support
of our committee, but since | know the financial situation
of the committee, | think it is appropriate that this
enterprise receive support from the Hadassah Emergency
Committee.”

The Old City children were included in the summer camp
program of the National Committee. In a report from July
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Malka Taragan with counselors from other clubs, 19447
Photographer | Yehoshua Markowitz | Courtesy of the Markowitz family

1941, Markowitz states that Meyuhas funded one counselor
for the camp.

The connection to the National Committee was rather
indirect, and only towards the end of the Mandate they
trained counselors and shared meetings. Payment to the
Old City counselors during the months of the siege was
from the National Committee only after the fall of the
Jewish Quarter.

The sad state of nutrition of most of the children was
noticed by the students. They tried indefatigably to
organize the amount needed to budget the “milk project.”
In a report of “activities of the group in February 1941,
Rappel states: “We are looking for an allocation for the milk
project. We went to the Mizrachi Women'’s Organization to
be responsible to finance the girls’ club. The club’s monthly
budget is nearly 4 Palestine pounds... And if we succeed

with this, and we'll know this in the next few days, with
the Gugenheimer Fund’s agreement, we can transfer part
of the budget from them to the milk project.”

Thus receiving allocations for the activities required
initiative, resourcefulness, and ingenuity. Without doubt,
the students, members of the Yavne Association, excelled
in this.

According to the thorough report written by Shlomo
Birnbaum in 1945, the main sources of funding for the
students were from Dr. Magnes (125 Palestine pounds) and
the Gugenheimer Committee (130 Palestine pounds). Other
smaller donors to the project were the Mizrachi Women'’s
Organization in Eretz Israel and America, the Religious
Youth Department of the Zionist Executive, the Cultural
Department of the National Committee, the World Mizrachi,
the Executive Committee of HaPoel HaMizrachi, the
Government of Eretz Israel — the Ministry for Probation and
Social Aid, the Students Union of the Hebrew University and
the Youth Department (a one-time allocation for the library).
Shlomo Birnbaum relates in an interview, and documents
reveal, that he applied every year to various authorities
to renew the funding needed for the project (WIZO,
World Mizrachi, the youth probation officer of the British
Mandate). “It was a Sysphean task to collect the money,”
recalls Birnbaum. “Most of the institutions wanted to give
a one-time donation. After giving once, | requested again.”
He remarks, on the balance sheet of 1945: “The work
conditions necessitate a staff of ten counselors, but due to
the limited budget, there will be eight.”

Ingenuity to locate potential donors for the project was
needed also in 1946. Bimbaum added to the list of donors
the Bnei Brith lodge, the Educational Department of the
National Committee and the Kehilla Committee.

Conclusion

Towards the end of the British Mandate, the activities of
the members of the Yavne Religious Students Association
continued in the Old City despite difficulties. In reports
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written by Shlomo Birnbaum (State Archives, Jerusalem
Municipality), he states the difficulty in getting professional
counselors due to financial straits. In an open letter to the
religious student he again calls on him to join the national
mission.

When the Jewish Quarter fell in 1948, this valuable project
was brought to its end. In the 1940s, there were many
youth clubs. The success and uniqueness of the activity of
the Yavne students was that it created a novel and unique
model: life within the community.

The students instilled the values they believed within the

Trip to Atarot 19467 Courtesy of Pnina Sharon (Shushlev)
Collection of the Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum

community: pioneering and settlement values, education
and a life of labor.

With the outbreak of the War of Independence, the youth
of the Old City clubs were recruited to fight as Gadna youth
and as radio communicators in the defense of the Jewish
Quarter. Some of them were killed, injured, or fell in the
Jordanian Legion captivity.

The values that they received over the years from their
counselors, who were members of the Yavne Religious
Students Association, stood them well when they were
called to duty.
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To Be a Child

Here in Eretz Israel in the 1940s | by Dr. Haim Grossman

Introduction

To be a child here in Eretz Israel during the British
Mandate meant experiencing a whole world of games
and educational products created by adults to educate
the children. Whether these were games of touring the
Land, war games, building up the homeland, acquiring
knowledge about the Land or “just for fun” games, they
were all part of the colorful world of childhood. The games
were produced mainly in Eretz Israel with additional toys
coming from abroad. This essay presents the cultural
products that made up the children’s world in the 1940s,
and examines their content and meaning, while assessing
their significance and influence on the children of that era.

Games for Touring the Land

Since the beginning of Zionism, the national struggle in
Eretz Israel has seen tragic outbreaks of fighting between
Jewsand Arabs. During the Mandate, this phenomenon was
not directly expressed in the products targeted for children
since the violent events were sporadic. The establishment
as well as private manufacturers were determined to focus
on the Zionist enterprise by presenting such experiences
as touring, settling and developing the Land (illustration,
from HaMathil booklet).

Touring the Land through Jewish National Fund (JNF) or
Keren Hayesod posters found in all educational institutions
meant seeing the “beloved Land” portrayed as a region
populated entirely with biblical-like characters. The picture,
“Next Year in Jerusalem,” in the 1930s’ Passover Haggadah
for children portrayed a vision of an imaginary landscape
that was both serene and oriental. This image was repeated
in anillustrated child’s JNF certificate from the 1940s, which
emphasized the joy of children digging up clods of earth as
they planted trees (illustration, child's JNF certificate).

A similar visual world with a plethora of board games,
card games and children’s books was also presented by
Binyamin Barlevi, creator and manufacturer of over 250
games and children’s books. Their essence was a colorful
trip through the vistas of the Zionist experience with its
ethnic, historical and geographical components. The
image presented in Zionist board games stressed the
ethnocentric characteristic of applied arts which typified
public discourse during the Mandate. Barlevi's games
took the young Zionist player on a “trip in the country”
to become familiar with the Zionist enterprise, to identify
with the development of this country, and to connect
him or her to the biblical past and heroism of the Second
Temple period — using a colorful map to simulate the once
biblical and now Zionist “mitzvah” of “walking the Land”
in order “to build and to grow here.” The board games
tuned the children into the appropriate adult codes and
the language of Zionist ideology with these colorful visual
symbols.

The 1936 game, A Trip in the Land, was presented by its
manufacturer as a “game to become familiar with the
Land” (illustration, game). This did not necessarily require
geographical or political comprehension. The focus was
on the educational value of the game. The Hebrew map
became the message with a focus on names of places
and historical sites, emphasizing the Jewish past of the
present panorama of Eretz Israel. Add to this a spinning top
which set the speed limit according to a legend of pictures
decorating it,and you have a playful reminder of the Jewish
heritage of heroism and the struggle for independence,
rooted in the map and the landscape.

A board game from 1941 -We Ascend to the Galilee and
Descend to the Dead Sea — defined the game’s assignment
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and its geographical borders. Each player would move
three “soldiers” on a marked route leading north or south.
Pictures on the game’s map depicted Jerusalem which is
associated with the biblical past, the lion of Tel Hai which
symbolized the contemporary heroism which sets the
borders, and the Red Sea in the south which defines the
territorial future of the Israeli Negev (illustration, game).
The games, which highlight our right to the Land, did
not include any mention of the bloody clashes between
Arabs and Jews of the 1930s. According to the ideology
of the times, the only visual expression of those events
was the “tower and stockade,” a reminder of the centrality
of the settlement enterprise in setting the future political
borders. The clashes were presented to the children only
through collector cards of the Mishmar and Sports series
produced by the Dubek Cigarette Company. Like other
cigarette manufacturers in Eretz Israel in those years,
Dubek produced series of pictures that were pasted in
a special album by collectors — both children and their
parents. The pictures of the Zionist enterprise presented
the sports heroes of Eretz Israel together with the notrim
(Jewish guards in the British police force during the British
Mandate) with their weapons and vehicles. This image was
a modern source of Jewish pride — a muscular man holding
his weapon against an invisible opponent. Even though
these images alluded to the Jewish-Arab struggle, they
maintained the ideologically based marketing strategy
popular at that time (illustration, cover of Mishmar and
Sports).

War Games

Battlefield scenes of courage in biblical times and in the
wars of the Maccabees were presented to the children to
stress the parallel to “those days, in these times.” Although
World War Il was hardly apparent in these cultural objects,
it certainly occupied the children of Eretz Israel in the
1940s. The war, at least until October 1942, when the
German Army was halted in the Western Desert, figured

prominently in public discourse. Nearly every family in the
Yishuv had a member drafted into the British Army. The
events of the war became a central family issue. The war
was covered in the daily press and also in the children’s
weeklies, which even updated readers on the bitter fate
of the Jews in Nazi-occupied Europe. In addition, many
soldiers of different nationalities were located in Eretz
Israel, and this sparked the imagination of the children. A
plethora of colorful posters calling for recruitment to the
British Army were also prominent in public.

Many children followed the progress of the war via maps
on which flags and arrows were moved by adults “playing
war” and re-enacting the battles. They would then prepare
special notebooks where they would cut and paste pictures
of combat commanders - the good and the bad ones —and
newspaper clippings describing the progression of the war
and the achievements of the Allies (illustration, notebook).
Lead toy soldiers and even dolls of pilots and sailors were
manufactured locally in great numbers. The emphasis was
on the native Jewish soldier far-off on the front, from which
he would encourage the children to behave patriotically.
Father Enlisted by Levin Kipnis was full of messages and
tasks for children (illustration, Father Enlisted). “Eitan and
Efrat decided one day to enlist... 'We want to enlist like the
big ones,’ they said. ..The officer [in the recruitment office]
smiled, patting them on the cheek and said: ‘Some off to
the arms and some off to the farms. All the adults went to
war... The little ones will work on the farms.” And so it was...”
The board games made the real war distant, painting it as a
colorful but remote imaginary event. Games like At Sea and
Called to the Flag, created by Barlevi, present a stereotypical
scene of the battlefield, not an authentic depiction of the
fighting zones of Europe or the Western Desert. The most
well-known game of his, On Guard (1943), hardly portrayed
real war. Airplanes circling in the sky perhaps alluded to
Italian war planes in the skies of Eretz Israel, and the scene
of the fort under attack may have hinted to the walls of
Jerusalem. They served to further emphasize an imaginary
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war, far from the Jewish child’s world of didactic games
(illustration, On Guard).

Building Up Our Homeland

Mordechai Warhaft wrote and illustrated Tales of Kufson
Ben Chayil. He dedicated the book to the children of
Kibbutz Sarid (illustration, booklet jacket). “These are the
chronicles of a hero born somewhere overnight in a class
or nursery, and named ‘Kufson.’ Kufson traveled the country
and went here and there and established quick as a wink a
new settlement with the help of a convoy of Kufsons: ‘Oh,
you are welcome here. Come let us establish here in tempo
before dark a Jewish village here in the Galilee.”

Similar themes were introduced to children in the 1940s
through coloring books. The JNF produced various
educational products including a series of coloring books
called A Child and His Brush with twelve scenic pictures of
the Land (illustration, A Child and His Brush). The booklet
stated: “Here is a brief description of the pictures and their
content... You can choose whatever colors you like, but
remember that pictures of life in Eretz Israel are most often
colorful.” Topics like the kibbutz, the encounter of old and
new, a biblical dance, Jewish holidays and orange picking
in the Sharon region provided a colorful view for the range
of images describing the Land and the tenets of its builders.
Another way to familiarize children with the pathways of
the Land was provided by a series of stamps published
by the JNF. Its booklets were dedicated to public figures
and events in the Jewish calendar, and included pages
for pasting in the new stamps. Stamp collecting helped
children learn about the settlement enterprise with its new
settlements, the landscapes of different areas and historical
sites.

“We are building the Land of Israel,” was Barlevi's message
ina board game from the beginning of the 1940s. The game
included a board, cardboard cards with pictures of houses,
a guard tower and various trees. These were pasted on a
wooden cube and positioned on a board. Thus creating

a "well built-up country”... (illustration, We build..) The
game developed not only the country but also the abilities
of the players, as the producer boasted in the enclosed
instruction sheet: “The game is for construction, and for
the development of the sense of sight. It is not artificial
stereotypical building, but stimulation and development
of intellectual and creative skills — freedom of expression
coupled with exercises in symmetry, differentiating colors,
sizes, noticing the differences between the kibbutz and the
moshava. These are the purposes of this game.”

Another game providing the opportunity to develop
the country — this time through various math exercises -
was Our Home (illustration, Our Home game). A house
surrounded by a settlement area was drawn on the board.
Each segment of the picture had a number. The goals of
the game, wrote the manufacturer, were “to teach children
to solve various math problems, and to teach them about
the housing problem, since housing is the hope of all who
build and take root in Israel. They learn about purchasing
a piece of land, building, planting a garden around the
house, etc.”

Peretz Roskevitz and others designed cut outs with pictures
of houses to cut and position. This is how they “built up” Tel
Aviv, the Zionist symbol of a Jewish city. Other elements
included postcards, illustrations on candy wrappers and in
reading materials.

A Homeland Needs Children Who Know How to Play

One of the main ways of transmitting updated knowledge
on Zionist achievements was through publications for
students produced by the JNF (illustration, My Homeland).
The 1947 publication, My Homeland, included a detailed
survey of the activities of the Zionist Organization, Eretz
Israel in numbers, and information about the settlement
enterprise, flora and fauna, industry, news and local
archeological findings. Another chapter was dedicated
to the world after the war, sports, art and literature, with
columns presenting the Jewish-Hebrew angle. One column
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Coloring book A Child and His Brush, published by the JNF's
main office, 1947. Courtesy of Dr. Haim Grossman
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was called: From the Mouths of Israeli Children. The last
piece was a joke about a “New Immigrant” — Someone asks
little Eitan: “How old are you, boy?” Eitan taps his forehead
three times as if trying to remember and answers like an
adult: “l am in the country three and a half years.”

The adults prepared a variety of anthologies, quiz books,
coloring sheets, and quartet card games for the children.
These were intended to teach the Hebrew language
together with the history of the nation of Israel and its
spiritual tradition (illustration, Illustrated Dictionary for
Children). Barlevi, the manufacturer and educator, was also
prominent here. He produced quartet games like From the
Torah; The Fathers, with sayings; and Pearls, with quotes
from the Psalms (illustration, three games).

40771 MY - "DYTIAY DY 'WIXY (10K D127X
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Collectors’ album, “Famous Jews”, 1940s
Courtesy of Dr. Haim Grossman

From the 1930s, the children of Eretz Israel benefited from
a "reinforcement” of games and toys imported by German
Jewish immigrants fleeing the Nazi horrors. Among them
was Rosa Freudenthal, a manufacturer from Breslau
who developed a special production line of games that
provided Jewish children with basic concepts of Judaism
and the Hebrew language. Some of these games came
with her to Jerusalem in 1934, including Hebrew lotto and
illustrated card games in three languages (Hebrew, English
and German). The players had to match the beginning of a
verse with its continuation and try to collect the most pairs
of matching cards (illustration, sample of cards).
In a letter to the newspaper Davar for Children a ten-year-
old girl wishing to take part in the national enterprise of
developing the Land asked: “What are today’s children
supposed to do?” The editor replied: “Ten-year-olds and
all children in Eretz Israel are among the builders... of
our culture: the Hebrew language, work and study
customs, and ways to play and have fun..
This is the building that keeps all children
busy.”
Another important element in the
development of patriotism was songs
which were composed and updated to
provide additional momentum to the national
enterprise. Here too the JNF was greatly
involved in shaping new modern festival
traditions, by integrating them through songs.
These were distributed and studied by children
and adults. In addition to the anthologies
produced by the JNF, there were many song
books printed in the Zionist Diaspora from the
beginning of the twentieth century, which were
used also in Eretz Israel. In the 1920s, the Society
for Assistance to German Jews published a song
book for kindergarten and schoolchildren that was
used in all educational frameworks (illustration, book of
songs). “In most of the schools..,” explains the editor in the
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preface, “..they have hardly noticed that teaching songs
also imparts discipline and culture...”

Many songs were printed on the back cover of notebooks,
and then studied and memorized (illustration, notebook
cover with the song “Jerusalem”). In Eretz Israel, notebook
covers included photographs and illustrations along with
verbal messages. These reflected a world of values, role
models and heroes and served as a deliberate “educational
backup” for terms and knowledge used in the educational
system.

Thus a portrait of poet Chaim Nachman Bialik was sketched
on some notebook covers in the mid-1920s, when he
arrived in Eretz Israel (illustration, Bialik notebook). The
importance and central role of the poet in reviving
Hebrew, as well as his familiar face, made his image most
appropriate for the notebook. Bialik's greetings to the
children of Israel were quoted on the back of the notebook.
Another manufacturer published quotes of Y. L. Pinsker,
father of auto-emancipation, and of Maurice Hirsch, an
important Jew, although not a Zionist. Hirsch invested
funds in financing the Jewish settlement of Argentina, and
was honored on the notebook’s cover in the Art Deco style
prevalent in those times (illustration, notebook).

These covers together with the quartet card games
focused on the nation’s heroes. The game The Librarian
consisted of eight series with four cards each. Each series
was devoted to a famous Jewish author, including his
picture and a list of four of his works. If the player collected
all four, this formed a series — and he was on the way to
winning the game (illustration, The Librarian). These were
part of the colorful presentation of Jewish history in the
style of Our Nation with graphics and lyrics. Other similar
games included Becoming a Nation and The National
Revival (illustration, Our Nation).

Since the beginning of the Zionist settlement in Eretz Israel,
the Land’s flora constituted a popular topic for research,
study and games (illustration, cards of garden plants,
spring and summer flowers). The flora was perceived as an

important tool in creating a link between the new Jew and
the terrain of his homeland. At the onset of the twentieth
century, Dr. Matman, the founder of the Herzliya Hebrew
Gymnasium, explained that for hundreds of years the
Jewish nation was distanced from any contact with nature.
Now that many Jews were returning to the homeland,
it was fitting that the new generation of Jews go out to
nature, study it and connect to it with a love for the Land
and its vistas.

The booklets and pictures introduced another aspect of
love of the Land - an awareness of the wildlife roaming
around the Land. “Who is this?” asked Levin Kipnis in a
child’s quiz booklet. “Who carries his home on his back? A
[turtle]” [In Hebrew, the answer rhymes with the question ]
Another way to connect to nature was through research on
the climate (illustration, weather notebook). Barlevi created
a research notebook crammed with data tables to be filled
in on a daily basis, as well as a weekly sheet summarizing
the weather in words and depicting it in drawings.

“Just for Fun” Games

Jewish children should play outdoors and be strong and
heroic as befits “the new Jew.” Of course they also played
at home.

Groups of children could watch educational and
entertaining films that were screened with a “laterna
magica.” Some outdoor games could also be played at
home. These included games like Broken Telephone, Herzl
Says [like Simon Says], and Hello, Your Majesty the King. The
last game was to pantomime an action, which the “king”
had then to identify. This game reflected the heritage of
British rule.

Construction games included sturdy plastic blocks and
colorful metal “Techno” and “Mechano” games imported
to the country. Some made use of a cork board on which
children would bang nails in diverse geometrical shapes
and colors with a wooden hammer. Games involving
building, shapes and colors might seem to be valueless,
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but they conformed to the image of “the new Jew"” who
values physical achievement.

Soccer was of course played outdoors on a sports field.
Yet it was also played in another way — following a playing
tradition from Europe which “immigrated” to Eretz Israel. A
marked wooden flat surface became the sports field, and
multi-sized buttons were the players. One would maneuver
among the players with a small button, representing the
ball. It was moved by applying pressure on it and aiming it
to the goal. Room soccer included a variety of box games
made in soccer's homeland — England — and imported to
Eretz Israel (illustration, soccer box game). There was much
enjoyment in collecting pictures of the soccer players
and pasting them in a special notebook complete with
significant details about the course of the game and its
results (illustration, postcard Roskevitz).

Those arriving from Europe in the 1930s — British soldiers
and mainly immigrants from Central Europe - brought
with them a sizable variety of cheap tin toys that became
a hit in Eretz Israel. Tin cars with metal circles and paper
pictures with sockets underneath were very popular. Little
balls, playing die and the like were aimed at these sockets
(illustration, car toys, metal circles). During the war, metal
was an essential material for the ammunition industry,
so many manufacturers in Eretz Israel produced wooden
toys, ranging from a small doll to a large car (illustration,
wooden doll).

More and more quartet card games were produced: The
Hunter Hunts, made by Dr. Zeev Freihen; Checkers for All
Seasons, made by Perli, Small Games Industry; Dominos
of animals and plants; the Black Bear; Lemech; chess, and
pick-up sticks — all from Barlevi (illustration, photograph of
some games together).

Summary
“What do you have to know about the label ‘produced
in Eretz Israel?” This question was posed and answered

on the back of a notebook produced in the 1940s: “How
many factories do we have? Over two hundred. How many
workers are employed by them? About 50,000... All of these
factories will continue to produce, expand and hire more
workers — if each and every one of us buys their products.
And if we buy imports from abroad? Our factories will close
down, and our workers will be unemployed... Therefore
take note: If you buy products from abroad — you will cause
the destruction of the Yishuv. If you buy products only from
Eretz Israel — you will help build our homeland” (illustration,
notebook).

This clear and unequivocal message typifies the world of
children living in Eretz Israel during the British Mandate.
It is a national-Hebrew message that linked the children
to the experience of building up the country and taught
them a proper code of behavior, despite the World War
and security struggles in the background. The notebook,
officially intended for writing, drawing pictures and playing
games, was utilized by the manufacturer to pass on worthy
patriotic messages. He saw himself as an informal agent
of culture who was expected to educate the children. This
was reflected in the anthologies, coloring books, and many
games and toys of this era.

In this essay, | have tried to present some games and
artifacts that influenced the children’s world in Eretz Israel
making the Zionist enterprise colorful and attractive. Many
of these games and artifacts were probably used in the
children’s clubs of Jerusalem. These children must have
cut, pasted and arranged a notebook according to a topic,
enthusiastically learning and memorizing Hebrew words,
and singing songs of the new homeland. They could tour
the Land on a map game, follow the World War from
afar, play just for fun, and work at building things. These
games and recreational activities helped the Hebrew child
to internalize the new national values and ambitions that
their elders tried to impart to them.
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Small box game produced by Perli, 1940s
Courtesy of Tamar Talisman
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Box game, Blow Football: Play football by blowing with straws
Made in England, 1940s

Courtesy of Dr. Haim Grossman
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“Laterna magica” made in England for screening
slides and slides, beginning of 20""? century.

From the resources of the Jerusalem Municipality Archives
Courtesy of the Jerusalem Municipality Archives
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A tin car and wooden vehicles, 1940s
Courtesy of Dr. Haim Grossman
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The Dancer toy, 1940s
Four circular On Target games, 1930s
Courtesy of Dr. Haim Grossman
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Wooden spinning tops, 1940s

Collection of the Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum
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lllustrated music box made of tin, 1940s
Courtesy of Dr. Haim Grossman
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“Arts and Crafts in School,” a manual for art teachers on paper-cuts

Published by Omanut, .1 922 o~
Courtesy of Tamar Talisman
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Geometric shapes game for young children, 1940s
Courtesy of Dr. Haim Grossman
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The Black Bear, a popular card game produced by Barlevi, 1940s

[t was included in the list of equipment for summer camps and clubs of the youth division of
the Education Department of the National Committee. Included in the list were the games: The
Librarian, pick-up sticks, marbles, checkers and A Trip in the Land.

Courtesy of Arye Reichman
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Quartet card games, 1940s
From right | Tzad Tzad, produced by Freihen
From left | Vegetable Garden, produced by Barlevi

Courtesy of Arye Reichman
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Lemech quartet game, 1940s
Courtesy of Arye Reichman
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The Librarian quartet game, 1940s
Courtesy of Arye Reichman
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The Fathers quartet game, 1940s
Courtesy of Arye Reichman
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The Pearls quartet game, 1940s
Courtesy of Arye Reichman
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Davar for Children newspaper, 1947 | i |
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“Arts and Crafts in School,” a manual for art teachers on

paper-cuts, published by Omanut, 1922

Courtesy of Tamar Talisman
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Mishmar and Sports album for pasting, 1940s
Courtesy of Dr. Haim Grossman
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HaMatchil booklet, 1945, to learn reading
Courtesy of Arye Reichman
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The “Made in Eretz Israel” game created by Margalit Akavia in 1947
A copy from the collection of Simon Cohen, London
Documenting and research | Gadi Kfir, Ramat Hasharon
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Notebook with cover detailing the ideology of
“Made in Eretz Israel,” 1940s
Courtesy of Dr. Haim Grossman
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The booklet: Where's the Ball?, 1940s 1947 ,"viawn 111"
Courtesy of Nir Feldman Davar Hashavua newspaper, 1947
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Sketch of Eretz Israel map following
immigration. The pioneer character in
center on background of the Land's map,
flanked on both sides by Keren Hayesod and
JNF symbols. These maps were originally
decorations for the walls of the club.

Drawn by Malka Taragan, the Old City club
coordinator. Attached to the Gugenheimer
playground report, 1944

Courtesy of the Central Zionist Archives
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Sketch of Eretz Israel map prior to
immigration. Drawn by Malka Taragan, the
Old City club coordinator. Attached to the

Gugenheimer playground report, 1944
Courtesy of the Central Zionist Archives
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= Weekly activity schedule of the club. Part of the report written
F by Malka Taragan, the Old City club coordinator

= =T j | ! [ Courtesy of the Central Zionist Archives
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Theater in the club
Top right | Crafts in the boys’ club, beginning

of 1940s

Top left | “The Wandering Jew” theater in the
boys' club

Below | Theater in the boys’ club, beginning
of 1940s

Photographer | Yehoshua Markowitz
Courtesy of the Markowitz family

Crafts in the club 11TVINA MY M7'wAn

Top | stone chiseling, summer of 1940. 21940 Y17 ,JAX1 THTI'D | 779N
Right | Fishermen village model. Note Israel flag. Crafts |ch§ boys' club, ITVINT 77 7R V3T - 101,007 19 03T | 0
beginning of 1940s

. , o 4071 TIW TWNT 07130
Left | Crafts in the boys’ club, beginning of 1940s o i
Photographer | Yehoshua Markowitz 40711 TIIW WX, 030 [ITVINA 7Y | 7XNWN

Y2177 TINAWN TR Y70 VI [ D17°'Y

Courtesy of the Markowitz family

91



?1946/7 ,;1INDVT7 71D
(a7viv) 1Y 1119 731X
1707 WV (W 1Y XN [IXTIN (01X

A trip to Atarot, 1946/7?
Courtesy of Pnina Sharon (Shushlev)
Collection of the Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum
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Left | Trip in the Jerusalem Mountains,
beginning of 1940s

Right | Counselor Yosef Demest and his youth,
beginning of 1940s

Photographer | Yehoshua Markowitz

Courtesy of the Markowitz family
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Trips in Eretz Israel

According to the reports written by the
students, they would go out with the youth
on trips in the Land, 1946/7?

Courtesy of Pnina Sharon (Shushlev)

Collection of the Isaac Kaplan

Old Yishuv Court Museum
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Sports day, beginning of 1940s
Photographer | Yehoshua Markowitz
Courtesy of the Markowitz family
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Sports in the club

Sports day, beginning of 1940s

Photographer | Yehoshua Markowitz
Courtesy of the Markowitz family
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Top, summer camp, 1940

Below right | summer camp, beginning of 1940s
Below left | Avraham Azulai with youth,
beginning of 1940s

Photographer | Yehoshua Markowitz

Courtesy of the Markowitz family
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